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Dear Members and Friends of All Saints Parish,      

 

      Recently I have been reading in the sermons of St. Bernard of Clairvaux about the significance of the  

Ascension of Christ.  The doctrine of the Ascension is one of the most neglected in our time, and the Feast of 

the Ascension is one of the most ignored.  I hope at All Saints this year we can begin to discover something of 

what we have missed, and a good place to start is with St. Bernard.  I would like here to say just a few things 

about him and then present for your consideration three passages from his writings. 

      Even though St. Bernard (1090ï1153) was born after the Great Schism ï the split between the Eastern and 

Western Churches in 1054 ï he represents much of the greatness of the earlier, undivided Church, including the 

conviction that more authority did not need to be concentrated in Rome.  His greatest spiritual joy was in the 

mystic contemplation of Christ, and in this contemplation he had a profound influence on his own age and on 

both Martin Luther and John Calvin in a  later time.   

     In his contemplation of Christ, St. Bernard commented on the different levels on which Christ can be 

known.  He says:  ñFor there are some for whom Christ has not yet been born, and some for whom He has not 

suffered yet, and some for whom as yet He has not risen.  For others, too, He has not yet ascended into heaven; 

and for yet others He has not so far sent the Holy Spirit.ò 

     Then St. Bernard goes on to comment on the difference between the apprehension of the Resurrection and 

the apprehension of the Ascension:  ñFor others Christ has risen, but has not yet ascended; His sweet and lov-

ing presence is still with them on earth.  That is to say, they spend the whole day in devotion, weep at their 

prayers, sigh at their meditations, find all things festive and joyous, and through all those days a ceaseless alle-

luia comes from them.ò 

     Do you think St. Bernard might be thinking of some of the charismatics?  Then 

he continues:  ñBut they need to have this milk taken away from them, so that they 

may learn to feed on solid food; it is expedient for them that Christ go away, and 

this temporary sweetness be removed.  But when can they accept this?  They com-

plain that God has forsaken them, and that they are bereft of grace.  Nevertheless, 

let them but wait a little, let them abide in the city until they are endued with 

power from on high, and receive greater graces from the Holy Spirit.  Like the 

apostles, they have been moved up a step, and have entered on a more excellent 

way of charity, where their concern is not how they may weep a little, but with 

how great a victory they may prevail over the common foe and trample Satan un-

derfoot.ò 

     Even from these few words of St. Bernard, I think we can get some idea why 

one modern historian refers to St. Bernard as ñthe greatest religious force of his 

ageò.  And for St. Bernard, the Feast of the Ascension was the culmination and 

fulfillment of the other festivals.  As you read, and hopefully reread  these words 

of St. Bernard, I hope you will plan to celebrate the Ascension with us at All Saints 

on Thursday, May 21st.  There will be two services, one at 10:00 a.m. and the 

other, with music and I hope the ñCrown Processionò by the young people, at 5:00 

p.m.  I hope you can be there. 

Sincerely yours in Jesus Christ, 
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All Saints Church 
901-A New Warrington Road 
P.O. Box 4538 Pensacola, Florida 32507 
Church (850) 453-1422 
Rectory: (850) 932-0524 

 
Clergy 
The Reverend Hugh B. Hall, Jr., Rector 
The Reverend Thomas F. Brooks, Associate Rector 
The Reverend  Charles Webster, Deacon 
 
Vestry 
Mrs. W.C. Webster   Senior Warden 
Mr. Don Konecny,    Junior Warden 
Mr. Newman Compton,             Senior Warden Emeritus 
Mrs. Linda Krueger  Secretary 
Mr. Alex Webster  Treasurer 
Mr. William Broach  Mr. Paul Inicio 
Mr. Robert James  Mr. Bob Schrader 
Mr. Reese Williams 

 
Lay Readers:   Richard Radominiski, Tom Skinner, 
Ned Mayo, William Broach, Reese Williams, Alex Webster 
Acolytes:               Keith Stevens 
Organist:   Pat Senkow 

 
 

Altar Guild:   Jean Jongewaard 
St. Margaretõs Auxiliary:  Jean Curtis 
Youth Education:  Nancy White /Susan Skinner 

 Schedule of  Services 
 

Sunday 8:00 A.M. 
Holy Communion 
Youth Bible Study 

Nursery Open 
 

Sunday 9:15 A.M. 
Adult Bible Study 
Youth Bible Study 

 

Sunday 10:30 A.M. 
Morning Prayer 

Youth Bible Study 
Nursery Open 

 

Thursday 10:00 A.M. 
Holy Communion 

Bible StudyñBook of  John 
 

Sunday 
8:05 A.M. WCOA, 1370 A.M.  

Today at All Saints 
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Donõt 

forget  

to  

Sign up to be a 

coffee hour   

hostess  

 

MARK YOUR  
CALENDAR  
5th Sunday 

Brunch 
Sunday, May 31 

Pentecost 

 

CELEBRATE  
ASCENSION DAY 

Service 
May 21 

10:00 A.M. and 5:00 P.M. 

Bring a friend  



All Saints ACORN 

Sign Up Board      
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St. Margaretôs Auxiliary Hosts  

Luncheons, Bake Sales and Fete 
    

   St. Margaretôs Auxiliary met in the parish hall on Tuesday, April 21st.  

Scones and tea welcomed Father Tom Brooks for his first attendance of the  

ladiesô monthly meetings.  

 After the initial openings of prayers, devotions and reports from the  

secretary and treasurer,  much was discussed with respect to the upcoming church 

fete. You will see an advertising 

board in the parish hall announc-

ing the fete with sign-up sheets.  
     Jean Curtis    
This was followed by talk of the 450th anniversary of 

Pensacolaôs settlement.  All Saints would like to partici-

pate in this very special event and we hope to bring you 

news on this next month. After the meeting was ad-

journed everyone enjoyed  ñName the Film starò game. 

 

 

                  Palm Sunday Bake Sale 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Fete Planning Committee 

                          Tea and Scones 
 

 

 

             
                                                

 

 

 

 

 

                                             Fete Sign Up Poster                                
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  VOLUME XVIII  ISSUE XI                                                                 MAY 2009                                                                  PAGE 4                    

            HERE WE GO AGAIN 
By Tom Brooks 

 

             When I was a younger man Time Magazine headlines screamed 

ñGOD IS DEAD!ò  John Lennon of  The Beatles said: ñWEôRE MORE  

FAMOUS THAN JESUS CHRISTò.  In context, he was right, unfortunately.  

Now the headlines of Newsweek for an April 4, 2009 article are mocking 

the symbol of our Lordôs sacrifice in headlines proclaiming:  

ñTHE DECLINE AND FALL OF CHRISTIANITYò. 

According to the Newsweek article the number of people identifying 

themselves as Christians has fallen by 10 points in the last twenty years.  

One might ring his hands and pull at his hair and make proclamation of  

impending disaster if one stopped to read the statistics and look no further.   

Itôs sad to realize that there is a decline in the number of people claiming to 

be Christians, but at the same time it is not at all surprising.  One Church, 

which shall remain nameless in this short article, had a membership of 3.5 million persons in 1965.  The 

entire population of the United States was then approximately 190 Million.  Today, that same church 

claims 2.6 million members and the population of the United States is roughly 300 million persons.  The 

arithmetic decline is not so terrible, but when looked at on a per capita basis the decline is actually horren-

dous!   

The real numbers for the effective membership of this particular church are more like 800,000 weekly 

participants.  The numbers have been kept artificially high by keeping the names of the dead and those 

who have formally left the church on the parish records as if they were still weekly participants.  

We are not allowed to pray in school because that constitutes establishment of religion by the  

government and thus violates the First Amendment.  For those of you who donôt know,  I was trained in 

the secular world as a lawyer.  The First Amendment says simply ñ...Congress shall make no law estab-

lishing...ò a religion, meaning a State sponsored religion as was the practice in Europe.  Some scholars 

have rightly said that the First Amendment does not guarantee freedom from religion but rather freedom 

of religion.  The Post-Modernist Church refuses to adhere to its own  

traditional teachings.  V. Gene Robinson reportedly said that óyes, his 

consecration was contrary to the teaching of the church and holy  

scripture, but that doesnôt make it wrong.ô  In other words we can thus 

pick and choose what we will believe and what will govern our lives.  

God did not say that, man said it.  James, 4:4 teaches us that friendship 

with the world is enmity with God.    

           The Post Modernist Church teaches that God is love and because 

God loves us nothing we can do will keep us from going to Heaven.  It 

is surprising that a very similar view was held by the Hebrews in the 

Old Testament.  They concluded that since they were Godôs chosen 

people He would never let anything happen to them, so it was okay to 

thumb their noses at Godôs Laws and Commandments.   

        People who adopt this line of  reason forget that God does not  

suffer such thinking for long.   



All Saints ACORN 
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HERE WE GO AGAIN 
But know, God always keeps a remnant of the people.  The modern remnant people are the  

foundation of the resurgent church on earth, they are those who keep the faith of Christ Jesus and the 

true teachings.  In some cases we refer to them as members of the Continuing Church. 

            Jesus sent the disciples, and He sends us, to carry the word to all the world.   It is up to each one 

of  us to protect and nurture the Word of God and His teachings and keep the truth alive; keep the candle 

burning in a world growing dark.  
           We have the light of Christ that was passed to us across the generations.  We have to choose to either put it 

in the window so the world can see it or hide it under a bushel for fear of the world.  Hiding the light will make us 

a friend for the world.  Putting the light in the window will make us a friend of God.  (St. James 4:4).  Jesus said, I 

am the true vine, and that each of us is a branch of the vine.  If the branch is not fruitful, God will prune it and 

cast it in the fire.  Pretty heady stuff.  Jesus also said, as God has sent me I send you. (St. John, Chapter 15) We 

are either going to tend the root and vine of the Truth or we are going to tend the root and vine of corruption.   As 

is always the case, the choice is ours.  But remember the scene from Indiana Jones and the last Crusade where 

Indiana Jones meets the ancient knight guarding the Holy Grail.  There were many cups but only one true  

grail. Indiana Jones is seeking the true grail in order to save his fathers life.  The ancient knight warns Indiana Jones 

that the real grail brings light but the false grail brings death.  The same is true in our lives.  The True Faith brings 

life, not merely in this world but eternally.  The False Faith brings death eternally.  We must all choose wisely. 

LOOKING AHEAD TO MAY!  
 
 

The Saint Margaretôs Auxiliary will host a church fete (festival) on Saturday, May 16th, 2009 in the 

Parish Hall and grounds.  As this fete will be a first for All Saints Parish, we urge you to come and 

support the occasion and bring your friends .   

 

PLEASE SEE THE FETE ADVERTISING BOARD IN THE PARISH HALL WITH SIGN-UP 

SHEETS. We want everyone to have a good time at the fete; there will be lots to see and do! For  

example, the pie throwing contest or the water melon seed spitting contest and a cake walk.   

There will be ñstallsò in the hall, a bring and buy, plants, crafts, Chinese auction, cookies and candy, 

plus games.  

 

To enable us to make this a success we are looking for donations for the bring and buy stall, small to 

medium size articles, but they must be new or as new items. And, if the item does not sell, please indi-

cate to Lorraine McLeod if they should go to charity or you wish to take it home. Lorraine is in charge 

of this stall. Linda Krueger is in charge of the craft stall and also asks for donations.  We are looking 

for plants, small to medium size for the plant stall.  

 

Once again, if these donated items do not sell, please inform Linda Krueger or Jean Curtis whether 

you wish to take them home. Otherwise we will assume they can go to charity. There will be lunch 

served in the parish hall for a small fee around noontime. And, lastly, please use the sign-up sheets 

on the board in the parish hall to let us know if you can donate for the various stalls or enter the 

contests. Items should be brought to the church the week before the fete. 



All Saints ACORN 
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Outreach Calling Committee 

Set Goals at April 19th Meeting 
      
     The All Saints Church Calling Committee, a  

volunteer-based outreach ministry, had its  

organizational meeting April 19, 2009 during the 

9:15 A.M. Bible Study hour.   

     The objective of the group is to provide monthly 

information and an awareness to all members of the 

Church Body concerning the total ministry of our 

church in order that it might bring us into closer 

fellowship one with another and into the greater 

unity for which our Lord prayed in John 17.   

    Each active member of the calling committee 

will maintain a close working relationship with 

each of their familyôs contact point, keeping them 

well informed of the present and future activities 

associated with the church .  They will serve as a 

reference point for the members of their families 

and will not only call but pray for the families on 

their list.  They will submit to the church secretary 

names that should be included in the church bulle-

tin.  Look forward to a call from the committee. 
Memorial Easter Lilies  

Brighten up the Parish Grounds 

 Christians Celebrate 

Ascension Day May 21 
 

       Christians celebrate Ascension Day as the 

day on which Jesus, in physical form, ascended 

to Heaven and took His place at the Right Hand 

of God the Father.  Unfortunately, over the 

years, Ascension Day has slipped into near  

obscurity and little is done to celebrate the Feast 

of Ascension throughout our nation.   

     This is indeed sad because the Ascension of 

our Lord Jesus Christ is absolutely central to the 

faith we proclaim.  He first descended when He 

was conceived in the Womb of the Blessed  

Virgin Mary, and after completing the cycle of 

Life to Death to Life, He Ascended to Heaven to 

complete the promise of life we can attain 

through faith and obedience.   

     Scripture tells us that His disciples witnessed 

the event first hand (St. Mark 16: 14-20; St. 

Luke 24:51-53).  In these same passages we read 

that the Apostles worship our Lord Jesus Christ 

as He ascended and after.        

     St Paul wrote of the Ascension of our Lord in 

his Epistle to the Romans (Romans 10:6) saying 

that the Body of Jesus was in Heaven sitting on 

the right hand of the Father.  In the Acts of the 

Apostles, Jesus is described as being taken  

bodily into heaven forty days after the  

resurrection, but not until He had given the 

ñGreat Commissionsò and having also  

prophesied about His ultimate return to this 

realm.  The Great Commission was our Lordôs 

concluding instruction to the Disciples to spread 

the Gospel to all the corners of the earth. (St. 

Matthew 28:16-20; St Mark 16:15-20; St. Luke 

24:46-49).  For this reason, we at All Saints 

Church will  try to emulate them in this pattern 

on Ascension Day, May 21, with two services:  

10:00 am and 5:00 pm.  We join to worship and 

share the word of God and offer our witness to 

others.                                                  Tom Brooks 
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All Saints Children and Youth Groups Celebrate Easter  
 

Members of the All Saints Youth and Childrenôs groups celebrated 

Easter by participating in Bible Readings, Prayer Partners, Study of 

the Scriptures, Biblical Skits and an old fashion Easter Egg Hunt.   

Alisha and Erika LôOrange made an Easter Cake for the group. 

 

The Children and Youth Groups will meet on May 2 at 9:00 A.M. for 

a working day at the church in preparation for Motherôs day and As-

cension Day.  There will be an overnight on May 29 to prepare for  

Pentecost.  The overnight will start at 6:00 P.M. 


