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All Saints ACORN 

 

 

 

The Trinity Season 2009 

 

Dear Members and Friends of All Saints Parish: 

        As we enter the Trinity Season and consider some of the difficulties of the Christian 

Faith in our time, I have found the following statement by Dr. J.I. Packer about ñthe 

really staggering Christian claimò to be very helpful.  I commend it to you.  It is no  

wonder that thoughtful people find the gospel of Jesus Christ hard to believe, for the  

realities with which it deals pass manôs understanding.  But it is sad that so many make 

faith harder than it need be, by finding difficulties in the wrong places. 

        Take the atonement, for instance.  Many feel difficulty there.  How, they ask, can 

we believe that the death of Jesus of Nazareth ï one man, expiring on a Roman gibbet  ï 

put away a worldôs sins?...Or take the resurrection, which seems to many a stumbling-

block.  How, they ask, can we believe that Jesus rose physically from the dead?...Or take the gospel miracles; 

many find a source of difficulty here....With these and similar problems many minds on the fringes of faith are 

deeply perplexed today. 

        But in fact the real difficulty, because the supreme mystery with which the gospel confronts us, does not 

lie here at all.  It lies, not in the Good Friday message of the atonement, nor in the Easter message of  

resurrection, but in the Christmas message of incarnation.  The really staggering Christian claim is that Jesus of 

Nazareth was God made man ï that the second person of the Godhead became the ósecond manô (I Cor. 15:47), 

determining human destiny, the second representative head of the race, and that He was as truly and fully  

divine as He was human.  Here are two mysteries for the price of one ï the plurality of persons within the unity 

of God, and the union of Godhead and manhood in the person of Jesus.  It is here, in the thing that happened at 

the first Christmas that the profoundest and most unfathomable depths of the Christian revelation lie.  óThe 

Word was made fleshô (John 1:14); God became man; the divine Son became a 

Jew; the Almighty appeared on earth as a helpless human baby, unable to do more 

than lie and stare and wriggle and make noises, needing to be fed and changed and 

taught like any other child....The more you think about it, the more staggering it 

gets.  Nothing in fiction is so fantastic as is this truth of the incarnation.... 

        If Jesus had been no more than a very remarkable, godly man, the difficulties 

in believing what the New Testament tells us about his life and work would be 

truly mountainous.  But if Jesus was the same person as the eternal Word, the Fa-

therôs agent in creation, óthrough whom also he made the worldsô (Heb. 1:2, RV), 

it is no wonder if fresh acts of creative power marked His coming into this world, 

and His life in it, and His exit from it....Once we grant that Jesus was divine, it  

becomes unreasonable to find difficulty in any of this; it is all of a piece, and hangs 

together completely.  The incarnation is in itself an unfathomable mystery, but it 

makes sense of everything else that the New Testament contains.ò   J.I.Packer, 

Knowing God, p. 45 ff. 

 

   I would be grateful to know what you think of this statement.  Sincerely yours in 

Christ Jesus, 

Sincerely yours in Christ                                      

 Jesus,  
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All Saints Church 
901-A New Warrington Road 
P.O. Box 4538 Pensacola, Florida 32507 
Church (850) 453-1422 
Rectory: (850) 932-0524 

 
Clergy 
The Reverend Hugh B. Hall, Jr., Rector 
The Reverend Thomas F. Brooks, Associate Rector 
The Reverend  Charles Webster, Deacon 
 
Vestry 
Mrs. W.C. Webster   Senior Warden 
Mr. Don Konecny,    Junior Warden 
Mr. Newman Compton,             Senior Warden Emeritus 
Mrs. Linda Krueger  Secretary 
Mr. Alex Webster  Treasurer 
Mr. William Broach  Mr. Paul Inacio 
Mr. Robert James  Mr. Bob Schrader 
Mr. Reese Williams 

 
Lay Readers:   Richard Radominski, Tom Skinner,  
Ned Mayo, William Broach, Reese Williams, Alex Webster 
Acolytes:               Keith Stevens 
Organist:   Pat Senkow 

 
 

Altar Guild:   Jean Jongewaard 
St. Margaretõs Auxiliary:   Jean Curtis 
Youth Education:  Nancy White /Susan Skinner 
Children Education:  Ann White /Gillian LõOrange 

 

 Schedule of  Services 
 

Sunday 8:00 A.M. 
Holy Communion 
Youth Bible Study 

Nursery Open 
 

Sunday 9:15 A.M. 
Adult Bible Study 
Youth Bible Study 

 

Sunday 10:30 A.M. 
Morning Prayer 

Youth Bible Study 
Nursery Open 

 

Thursday 10:00 A.M. 
Holy Communion 

Bible Study 
 

Sunday 
8:05 A.M. WCOA, 1370 A.M.  

Today at All Saints 
 

 

All Saints 
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coffee hour   
Host or Hostess  

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR  
 

Prayer Shawl Knitting Group  
10:00 am 

Linda Tilleryõs Home 
July 7, 2009 


