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ASCENSIONTIDE 2009 

Dear Members and Friends of All Saints, 

        At the time of His Ascension, our Lord gave to His disciples, and through them to us, the Divine  

Commission: ñAll power is given unto Me in heaven and in earth.  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations,  

baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all 

things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.ò   

(St. Mt. 28:18b-20) 

        As we in our time seek to obey His Commission, let us think again about the Sacrament of Baptism and 

what it means.  And the best explanation I have found of the Sacrament of Baptism is in a book by W.H.  

Griffith Thomas, The Catholic Faith.  To understand Baptism, Griffith Thomas asserts, we must begin at the 

point that Baptism is primarily Godôs act towards us, not ours towards God.  As he says, ñWhat this Divine act 

and attitude means we shall see presently, but it is of the first importance that we should have the thought clear 

in our mind that Baptism represents and symbolizes Godôs movement toward us rather than our movement  

toward Him.ò  (p. 106) 

        Baptism, as it is presented in the New Testament and in our Book of Common Prayer, is a  covenant, a 

contract, between God and man.  In Baptism ñ...God designates us for union with Himself and for our reception 

and enjoyment of all the blessings included in the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.ò  (p. 108)   And what are 

the blessings that God offers us in this relationship with Him?  In our Book of Common Prayer these blessings 

are enumerated, as we give thanks for them.  ñWe yield thee hearty thanks, most merciful Father, that it hath 

pleased thee [1] to regenerate this thy Servant with thy Holy Spirit, [2] to receive him for thine own child, and 

[3] to incorporate him into thy holy Church.ò  That is what God has already graciously offered in the covenant.  

For these blessings we give thanks. 

        Baptism is a covenant in which God in His love offers His blessings.  Our 

part in the covenant is twofold: Repentance and Faith.  As Griffith Thomas points 

out, our part is plainly taught in the Catechism.  ñQuestion.  What is required of 

persons to be baptized?  Answer.  Repentance, whereby they forsake sin; and Faith, 

whereby they stedfastly believe the promises of God made to them in that Sacra-

ment.ò  (Pr.Bk. p. 581)   Repentance of our sin and acceptance of the promises of 

God in Faith, that is what we bring to the covenant. 

        Baptism is an act that expresses, first of all, what God offers us, not what we 

offer Him.  Starting at this point, then, we can understand why we baptize infants.  

What we are emphasizing is what God is offering to this child.  And parents and 

Godparents, who have themselves been baptized, receive this covenant for the 

child, until such time as he can accept it for himself through faith.  Obviously, it is 

a great responsibility that adults take on themselves in this act! 

        Baptism, then, is not magic.  It is not an empty formality, that we go through 

because it is ñniceò.  Baptism is a covenant that establishes a relationship between 

God and man.  Baptism establishes the relationship.  Holy Communion nourishes 

and develops the relationship.  Morning Prayer illuminates both Sacraments with 

understanding.  And we receive the blessings of both Sacraments through Faith.  

As we seek to carry out our Lordôs Great  

Commission, let us do it with understanding. 

 

Sincerely yours in Christ                                      

 Jesus,  
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All Saints Church 
901-A New Warrington Road 
P.O. Box 4538 Pensacola, Florida 32507 
Church (850) 453-1422 
Rectory: (850) 932-0524 

 
Clergy 
The Reverend Hugh B. Hall, Jr., Rector 
The Reverend Thomas F. Brooks, Associate Rector 
The Reverend  Charles Webster, Deacon 
 
Vestry 
Mrs. W.C. Webster   Senior Warden 
Mr. Don Konecny,    Junior Warden 
Mr. Newman Compton,             Senior Warden Emeritus 
Mrs. Linda Krueger  Secretary 
Mr. Alex Webster  Treasurer 
Mr. William Broach  Mr. Paul Inacio 
Mr. Robert James  Mr. Bob Schrader 
Mr. Reese Williams 

 
Lay Readers:   Richard Radominski, Tom Skinner,  
Ned Mayo, William Broach, Reese Williams, Alex Webster 
Acolytes:               Keith Stevens 
Organist:   Pat Senkow 

 
 

Altar Guild:   Jean Jongewaard 
St. Margaretõs Auxiliary:  Jean Curtis 
Youth Education:  Nancy White /Susan Skinner 

 Schedule of  Services 
 

Sunday 8:00 A.M. 
Holy Communion 
Youth Bible Study 

Nursery Open 
 

Sunday 9:15 A.M. 
Adult Bible Study 
Youth Bible Study 

 

Sunday 10:30 A.M. 
Morning Prayer 

Youth Bible Study 
Nursery Open 

 

Thursday 10:00 A.M. 
Holy Communion 

Bible Study 
 

Sunday 
8:05 A.M. WCOA, 1370 A.M.  

Today at All Saints 
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Donõt  

forget  

to  

Sign up to be a 

coffee hour   

Host or Hostess  

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR  

Annual Church Picnic 
Sunday, June 7. 

  Bayou Grande Picnic Ground 
        Maps are available 

8:00 A.M. Holy Communion at All Saints Church 

10:30 Morning Prayer at Picnic Site 



All Saints ACORN 
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Flowers  
on the Altar  

 

Flowers on the altar are our gift to the glory 

of God for the sacrifice His son made for us. 

That is the first thing we see as we enter the 

Church every Sunday morning and look to-

ward the Cross over the altar. 
 

We've gotten out of the habit of being  

responsible for flowers. Robbie had us  

completely spoiled. We have to get back in 

the habit, so this is how it will work. First we 

have to be aware that it is up to us, the  

parishioners, to provide those flowers.  
 

A large flower chart is posted on the wall in 

the office next to the door leading to the  

parish hall. Sundays blocked out are times 

when there are no flowers, just greenery 

(Advent and Lent) . An easy way to pick a 

Sunday is to relate it to some special event in 

the year that is important to you. Cost of an 

arrangement is $45. If you'd like to share the 

cost with a friend that is possible; just add a 

second name and share the cost.  
 

Envelopes will be available on the organ just 

as was done for poinsettias and lilies.  Place 

a check for the amount in the envelope with 

the information (in memory, celebration, to 

Godôs Glory, etc.).  If two are sharing, you 

can each put your check in with the  

necessary information. 
 

Don't be in a hurry to leave the church after 

service next Sunday. Take a minute and find 

the chart in the office and a date that will suit 

you. Altar Guild will place the order for you 

and it will be in place on the Sunday you 

have chosen. 
Jean Jongewaard, Altar Guild 

 

Prayer Shawl Group  

Continues During Summer 
                                                   

     Members of  the All Saints Prayer Shawl  

Ministry voted to continue meeting throughout the 

summer months.  The next meeting will be held at 

Betty Jo Savelleôs home on June 2nd at 10:00 a.m.  

Linda Tillery will host the July 7th  meeting in her 

home.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     If you are a knitter or want to learn to knit, 

please join us.  Four shawls, a scarf and two hats 

were finished by the group.  Two shawls will be 

sent to members of St. Georgeôs Church in  

California.  Claire Williams visited with the 

group.  She volunteered to demonstrate how to 

machine knit at a meeting later in the fall.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yes, we do more than just knit.  


